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Abstract

The necessity of reducing the operating costs of swimming pools leads to attempts to reuse of backwash water from wash-
ing swimming pool filter beds. Their use for watering plants, sprinkling tennis courts and play fields, draining to nearby
watercourses or even returning to swimming pool installations is taken into consideration. Current researches proved the
toxicity of these waste streams. The results of these studies raise doubts about the rightness of the attempts to introduce
washings from pool filters directly into the environment. The aim of the presented work is to determine the source of toxi-
city of filter backwash water. The assessed in the work washings were characterized by high turbidity, high content of both
suspended solids and organic compounds. A decrease in value of general impurity indicators after the filtration process of
washings has been shown, suggesting that the main source of toxicity may be the suspension, including various anthro-
pogenic organic micropollutants. Although this is just a research hypothesis. For this reason, comparative studies on the
occurrence of toxic organic micropollutants in raw filter backwash water, supernatant water and filtrate collected after the
filtration process were carried out.
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