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Abstract
The operation of swimming pools requires a constant monitoring of water quality parameters and protection of water
against pathogens. This is implemented by various disinfection methods, among which the most commonly used are based
on chlorine action supported by ozone or UV irradiation. The paper presents the comparison of the effectives of organic
micropollutants decomposition occurring in swimming pool water during UV irradiation emitted by a 15 and 150 W UV
lamp. The tests were conducted on real swimming pool water collected from a sport basin. The identification and the determination of micropollutants concentration were performed by the use of gas chromatography GC-MS (EI) preceded by
solid-phase extraction SPE. It was shown that the concentration of micropollutants decreases with the increase in the irradiation time of pool water. The 150 W UV lamp allowed for an over 33% removal of micropollutants from the group of pharmaceuticals compounds (except for caffeine) and more than 76% decrease of other compounds, which belong to the group
of personal care products additives, food additives and phthalates. In addition, it has been demonstrated that during the
irradiation of such complex water matrixes as swimming pool water, a significant number of micropollutants degradation
by-products were formed, which are not found in water before UV irradiation.
K e y w o r d s : Swimming pools; Micropollutants; UV lamp; Disinfection.

1. INTRODUCTION
Swimming pools are a special kind of water reservoirs
that need to be constantly disinfected to protect their
users from infections caused by microbial pathogens.
The disinfection process can be carried out by the use
of [1, 2]:
• chlorine based disinfectants such as: chlorine gas,
calcium/sodium/lithium hypochlorite, dichloro isocyanurates and trichloro isocyanurates;
• bromine based disinfectants – bromochlorodi-
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methylhydantoin and sodium bromide with an oxidizer;
• new/emerging disinfectant combinations such as:
magnesium salts or ozone with hydrogen peroxide;
• other disinfection methods used in the combination
with chlorine/bromie based methods – ozone, UV
light, chlorine dioxide and potassium iodide.
Those processes beside the favorable elimination of
pathogens can also cause the transformation of several chemical contaminants present in pool water [3].
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Chemical contaminants of organic origin enter the
swimming pool in the form of body excretions,
lotions, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals and other products used by the swimmers [4, 5]. Cleaning agents
used around the swimming pool may also contact the
pool water. Moreover the source water may contain
trace amounts of micropollutants [6]. Therefore the
concentration of organic micropollutants is highly
variable and depends both on the loading introduced
into the pool by swimmers, the half-life of compounds and on the used pool water treatment technology.
Organic micropollutants during the contact with disinfection agents undergo several reactions [7]. They
lead to both the complete decomposition of some
chemical contaminants into water and carbon dioxide
or to the generation of so called disinfection by-products (DBPs). In the group of well known DBPs trihalomethanes (THMs), haloacetic acids (HAAs),
haloacids, halodiacids, iodo-THMs, halo-aldehydes,
halo-nitriles, -ketones, -nitromethanes, -amides,
-alcohols, bromate, nitrosamines, and 3-chloro-4(dichloromethyl)-5-hydroxy-2(5H)-furanone (MX)
and its homologues can be listed [8]. However, all
micropollutant transformations products generated
during the contact of those compounds with disinfectants can also be called as DBPs. Bottoni et al [3]
based on the analysis of test results carried out on
pharmaceuticals and personal care products
(PPCPs), indicated that the transformation by-products may be more harmful for swimming pool users
than the unchanged compounds. PPCPs in contact
which hypochlorite solutions were chlorinated, oxidized or undergo some other chemical modifications
[9]. Furthermore, compounds containing in their
structures amine groups could act as nitrosamine precursors during chloramine disinfection processes
[10]. Therefore, before the implementation of a disinfection technology, it is necessary both to prove the
efficiency in terms of emanation of pathogens and
also to determine the possibility of DBPs generating.
The paper presents the effect of the implementation
of UV irradiation on the decomposition and the generation of transformation products of organic compounds occurring in swimming pool water. The tests
were performed under laboratory conditions by the
use of two UV lamps with a different irradiation
spectrum. To examine the effectiveness of the UV
irradiation process, chromatographic analysis preceded by solid-phase extraction was used.
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2. EXPERIMENTAL
2.1. Research methodology
The subject of the study was swimming pool water
collected from an indoor sport pool. The implemented water treatment system based on coagulation, filtration on multi-layer pressure filters and disinfection
by NaOCl. The used disinfection method was not
supported by UV irradiation. The parameters of the
collected swimming poll water sample are summarized in Table 1. The water samples were stored in
dark glass bottles in the temperature equal to 4±1°C.
Table 1.
Parameters of swimming poll water
Parameter
pH [-]
UV absorbance λ=254 nm

Value
7.34

[cm-1]

Conductivity [mS/cm]

0.041
2.04

Redox potential [mV]

664

TOC [mg/L]

15.53

Free chlorine [mg/L]

0.42

Combined chlorine [mg/L]

0.46

The irradiation of the swimming pool water with UV
was preformed in a laboratory bath reactor Heraeus
(volume of 700 ml). The reactor was optionally
equipped with an immersed medium-pressure UV
lamp of power 150 W and a low-pressure UV lamp of
15 W. The radiation spectrum of the used UV lamps
was given by the manufacturer and was equal to
λexc = 254, 313, 365, 405, 436, 546, 578 nm for the
medium-pressure lamp and λexc = 254 nm for the
low-pressure lamp. In order to ensure a constant
temperature of the reaction mixture of 20±1°C, the
UV lamp was placed in a glass cooling jacket. The
cooling agent was tap water. Additionally the reactor
was placed on a magnetic stirrer.
Samples for analyses were taken after 10, 30 and 60
minutes of constant UV irradiation.
2.2. Analytical methods
For the identification of organic micropollutants present in swimming pool water before and after UV
irradiation, gas chromatograph coupled to mass spectrometry (GC-MS) with electronic ionization preceded by solid phase extraction SPE was used.
Supelclean™ ENVI-18 extraction tubes with C18
phase were conditioned with 5 ml of methanol and
5 ml of acetonitrile and next washed with the same
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Table 2.
Organic micropollutants identified in swimming pool water
samples
Group

Name
caffeine

Pharmaceuticals

Personal Care
Product additives

Food additives

Other

carbamazepine

Abbrevia Molar mass
-tion
[g/mol]
CAF
194.19
CBZ

236.30

batilol

BAT

344.57

hydrochlorothiazide

HCT

297.74

2-phenoxyethanol

POE

138.16

benzophenone-3

BP3

228.25

benzophenone-8

BP8

244.24

hedione

HED

226.32

levomenthol

LVM

156.27

trichloroacetic acid

TCA

163.39

oleic acid
butylated
hydroxytoluene
carvone

OA

282.47

BHT

220.35

CRV

150.22

chloroform

CRF

119.38

dimethyl phthalate

DEP

194.18

dibutyl phthalate

DBP

278.34

The next part of the study was focused on the observation of changes in the composition of swimming
pool water after the irradiation with UV light with
different wavelength spectra. UV light indicated the
generation of strongly oxidizing hydroxyl radicals

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The chromatographic analysis of swimming pool
water not exposed to UV light indicated the presence
of over 40 different organic compounds with a probability ranged from 65 of over 99%. The compounds
identified with a probability higher than 85% are listed in Table 2. Those compounds belong to the group
of pharmaceuticals, personal care product additives,
food additives, phthalates and organic solvents. The
obtained results correlate with data received for
other swimming pools [12,13], which also confirm the
presence of a significant number of compounds from
the group of PPCPs.
Figure 1.
Chromatograms obtained during the analysis of swimming
pool water (a) before and after 60 min of UV irradiation with
lamps of (b) 15 W and (c) 150 W
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volume of distilled water of pH 7. After the extraction of collected sample of a volume 100 ml the column bed was dried at vacuum. The analytes adsorbed
on the tube bad were eluted with 1.5 ml of methanol
and 1.5 ml of acetonitrile and subjected to chromatographic analysis. The GC-MS Model 7890B by Perlan
Technologies was equipped with a SLBTM – 5 ms
capillary column of Supelco with an internal diameter of 0.25 mm, a length of 30 m and a layer thickness
of 0.25 µm.
The GC oven temperature programme was as follows: 80°C (6 min), 5°C/min up to 260°C, 20°C/min up
to 300°C (2 min). The carrier gas was helium at a flow
rate of 1.1 ml/min. The ion trap temperature was
equal to 150°C, the ion source was heated to 230°C
and the injector temperature was set at 250°C. The
mass detector operated in the ion recording mode in
the range from 50 to 400 m/z. The validation of the
applied analytical procedure were made on the basis
of results obtained for five extractions. The precision
of determination between individual samples did not
exceed 1%. Details of the developed analytical
method are presented in a previous paper [11].
The identification of micropollutants was made
based on their mass spectra, which were compared
with the NIST 17 Mass Spectral Library.
The concentration o total carbon (TC), total organic
carbon (TOC) and inorganic carbon (IC) was estimated by the use of the TOC-L total organic carbon
analyzer by Shimadzu.
The organic solvents of GC grade used in this study
were purchased from the Avantor Performance
Materials Poland S.A.
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Figure 2.
Influence of irradiation time on the decrease of the concentration of (a) pharmaceutical compounds, (b) personal care product additives, (c) food additives and (d) other compounds (15 W UV lamp)

(OH•) and other highly reactive oxygen species such
as superoxide radical (O2•-) or hydroperoxyl radical
(HO2•), which can act as free radicals able to decompose organic micropollutants [14]. During the exposition of pool water on both 15 W and 150 W UV lamp
work some changes in the profile of the obtained
GC-MS chromatogram were observed (Fig. 1). The
UV supported oxidation process lead to the decomposition of some compounds or generation of new
compounds. The presence of decomposition byproducts was confirmed by the appearance of peaks
(Fig. 1b and 1c), which were not observed during the
analysis of swimming pool water before UV irradiation (Fig. 1a).
The conducted quantitative analysis show a decrease
in the concentration of detected organic micropollutants. Figure 2 presents the changes in pharmaceuticals, personal care product additives, food additives
134
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and other compounds during the irradiation with the
low-pressure 15 W UV lamp. The removal rate of all
compound decreased with the increase of the irradiation time. The lowest concentration decrease, which
not exceed 2% was noted for CAF (Fig. 2a). This
pharmaceutical compound is relative by hardly
degradable also in other oxidation processes like
H2O2, O3 or UV/TiO2 [15]. 60 min of the UV/TiO2
process of deionized water containing CAF in a concentration of 1mg/L allowed only for a 3% decrease
in the compound concentration.
Other detected pharmaceuticals were removed after
60 min of UV exposure respectively by 23% for CBZ,
26% for BAT and 31% for HCT. The removal degree
of BHT was also at low level and ranged from 18%
after 10 min of irradiation to 21% after 60 min of UV
exposure. More favorable decomposition effects
ware observed for the personal care product additive
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Figure 3.
The decrease of the concentration of (a) pharmaceutical compounds, (b) personal care product additives, (c) food additives and (b)
other compounds during the irradiation with the 150 W UV lamp

TCA and OA. The concentration of those compounds decreased after 60 min of UV irradiation by
more than 86%. It was also noted, that the phthalate
DEP is characterized by a higher susceptibility to
photochemical composition (an over 83% reduction
in the compound concentration) than DBP, whose
removal degree did not exceed 57%.
In samples exposed to the irradiation emitted by the
medium-pressure 150 W UV lamp an increase in the
removal rate of all tested organic micropollutants was
observed (Fig. 3). Four compounds: BAT, BP3, TCA
and OA were completely removed after the first 10
min of UV irradiation. Whereas after 30 min of UV
exposure an entire removal of CRV and CRF was
noted. Also the removal rate of the hardly degradable
compound CAF increased to 11%. Other pharmaceuticals were decomposed by more than 33% for
HCT and 37% for CBZ (Fig. 3a). Among personal
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care product additives the lowest removal was
observed for BP8 (Fig. 3b). The concentration of this
UV filter decreased by 76%, while the concentration
of both HED was reduced by over 80%, POE by 17%
and LVM by more than 14%. Only in the case of the
phthalate compound DEP (Fig. 3d) a decrease of its
removal rate compared to the results obtained for the
15 W UV lamp was observed.
The decrease of micropollutants concentration after
the implementation of UV light was also proved by
the results obtained during the measurement of the
TC and TOC concentration. Figure 4a presents the
decrease of the concentration of the carbon forms
during the irradiation wit UV light with a power of 15
W, while figure 4b shows the same results obtained
during the exposure of swimming pool water of UV
light with a power of 150 W. The highest decrease of
TOC concentration was observed during the first
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Figure 4.
Decrease of carbon amount during the irradiation of swimming pool water with the (a) 15 W and (b) 150 W UV lamp

10 min of irradiation with both UV lamps. After 60
min of light exposure the TOC, concentration
decreased in samples subjected to 15 W UV light by
23%. The use of the 150 W UV lamp allowed for an
over 32% reduction of TOC concentration. A
decrease of organic matter was also reported by other
investigation focused on the use of UV light [16].
According to high removal degrees of most of the
tested micropollutants it was expected, that the concentration of TOC also decreases by more than 50%.
Therefore it can be assumed, that the only 32%
reduction of the TOC is associated with the generation of DBPs. The presence of new compounds was
already mentioned by the analysis of the obtained
chromatograms. An in-depth analysis of mass spectra
of those new compounds allowed for their unequivocal identification and the designation of their parent
substances. Reactions from (1) to (4) show compounds identified after 30 min of UV irradiation with
the medium-pressure 150W UV lamp and their parent compounds. For example during the UV supported oxidation of CBZ 9-acridinecarboxylic acid was
generated, which oxidize to acridine (1). The decomposition of BHT leads to the formation of methyl-1,
4-benzoquinone (3) and the degradation of DBP and
DBE resulted in the generation of phthalic acid (4).
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The conducted research show that swimming pool
water contains several organic micropollutants,
which are not only generated during the used disinfection methods but are also introduced into the
water by the pool users. Those compounds can
undergo different reactions leading to the formation
of more complex compound. UV irradiation can be
used as a part of the disinfection system and in addition, it can be implemented as a supplementary separate water treatment process for the decomposition
of a wide range of micropollutants. The 150 W UV
lamps, emitting the radiation with different wavelengths was more effective during the removal of
micropollutants than the 15 W UV lamp. The pharmaceutical removal degrees, with the exception of
CBZ, exceeded 33%, while the concentration of
other compound decreased by over 76%. It should by
noted that during the oxidation of organic compounds a large number of decomposition by-product
can by formed, which can have a negative impact on
the swimming pool users.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
This work was supported by the Research Funds For
Young Researchers awarded to the Institute of Water
and Wastewater Engineering of the Silesian
University of Technology (No. BKM/554/RIE4/2017), it was also partially financed both from the
resources allocated by the Ministry of Science and
Higher Education in Poland (No. BK/231/RIE4/2017) and from the funds granted by the Dean of
the Faculty of Environmental Engineering and
Energy of the Silesian University of Technology for
the activity of the Student Scientific Club
“Membrane Techniques” in the academic year
2017/2018.

REFERENCES
[1]

Teo T. L .L., Coleman H. M., Khan S. J. (2015).
Chemical contaminants in swimming pools:
Occurrence, implications and control. Environment
International, 76, 16–31.

[2]

Xue S., Zhao Q.-L., Wei L.-L., Jia T. (2008). Effect of
bromide ion on isolated fractions of dissolved organic matter in secondary effluent during chlorination.
Journal of Hazardous Materials, 157(1), 25–33.

3/2018

ARCHITECTURE

[3]

Bottoni P., Bonadonna L., Chirico M., Caroli S.,
Záray G. (2014). Emerging issues on degradation byproducts deriving from personal care products and
pharmaceuticals during disinfection processes of
water used in swimming pools. Microchemical
Journal, 112, 13–16.

[4]

Alcudia-León M.C., Lucena R., Cárdenas S.,
Valcárcel M. (2013). Determination of parabens in
waters by magnetically confined hydrophobic
nanoparticle microextraction coupled to gas chromatography/mass spectrometry. Microchemical
Journal, 110, 643–648.

[5]

Suppes L.M., Huang C.H., Lee W.N., Brockman K.J.
(2017). Sources of pharmaceuticals and personal care
products in swimming pools. J Water Health, 15(5),
829–833.

[6]

Hofman-Caris C. H. M., Bäuerlein P. S., Siegers W.
G., Ziaie J., Tolkamp H. H., de Voogt P. (2015).
Affinity adsorption for the removal of organic
micropollutants in drinking water sources; proof of
principle. Water Science and Technology: Water
Supply 15(6), 1207–1219.

[7]

Chowdhury S., Al-Hooshani K., Karanfil T. (2014).
Disinfection byproducts in swimming pool: occurrences, implications and future needs. Water Research,
53, 68–109.

[8]

Richardson S.D., DeMarini D.M., Kogevinas M.
(2010). What’s in the Pool? A Comprehensive
Identification of Disinfection By-products and
Assessment of Mutagenicity of Chlorinated and
Brominated Swimming Pool Water. Environmental
Health Perspectives 118(11), 1523–1530.

[9]

Glassmeyer S. T., Shoemaker J. A. (2005). Effects of
Chlorination on the Persistence of Pharmaceuticals in
the Environment. Bulletin of Environmental
Contamination and Toxicology 74(1), 24–31.

[10] Shen R., Andrews S.A. (2011). Demonstration of 20
pharmaceuticals and PPCPs as nitrosamine precursors during chloramine disinfection. Water Research
45, 944–952.
[11] Lempart A., Kudlek E., Dudziak M. (2017).
Determination of micropollutants in solid and liquid
samples from swimming pool systems. Proceedings of
the 2nd Int. Elect. Conf. Water Sci., 16–30 November
2017; Sciforum Electronic Conference Series, 2, 1–9.
[12] Li W., Shi Y. Gao L., Liu1 J., Cai Y. (2015).
Occurrence and human exposure of parabens and
their chlorinated derivatives in swimming pools.
Environmental Science and Pollution Research
International, 22, 17987–17997.

CIVIL ENGINEERING

ENVIRONMENT

137

E N V I R O N M E N T

4. CONCLUSIONS

e

E .

K u d l e k ,

A .

L e m p a r t ,

M .

D u d z i a k ,

M .

B u j a k

[13] Ekowati Y., Buttiglieri G., Ferrero G., Valle-Sistac J.,
Diaz-Cruz M.S., Barceló D., Petrovic M., Villagrasa
M., Kennedy M.D., Rodríguez-Roda I. (2016).
Occurrence of pharmaceuticals and UV filters in
swimming pools and spas. Environmental Science and
Pollution Research International, 23, 14431–14441.
[14] Fang J., Fu Y., Shang C. (2014). The Roles of
Reactive Species in Micropollutant Degradation in
the UV/Free Chlorine System. Environmental Science
and Technology 48(3), 1859–1868.
[15] Kudlek E. (2017). Decomposition of contaminants of
emerging concern in advanced oxidation processes.
Proceedings of the 2nd Int. Elect. Conf. Water Sci.,
16–30 November 2017; Sciforum Electronic
Conference Series, 2, 1–9.
[16] Agbaba J., Molnar Jazić J., Tubić A., Watson M.,
Maletić S., Kragulj M., Isakovski Dalmacija B.
(2016). Oxidation of natural organic matter with
processes involving O3, H2O2 and UV light: formation of oxidation and disinfection by-products. RSC
Advances 6(89), 86212–86219.

138

ARCHITECTURE

CIVIL ENGINEERING

ENVIRONMENT

3/2018

